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What Instructional Strategies Have the Most Impact on At-Risk Students?
For students who are identified as at-risk, there is more heaped on their proverbial plate than the expectation to do well in school. The fact that often these kids have learning or physical disabilities, are dealing with homelessness or transiency, have untreated or chronic health issues, are teenage parents or in domestically violent relationships, have disciplinary problems or have been incarcerated, are battling barriers that range from language to economic to social, and are being pressured to raise test scores and grades must play into the interventions educators develop to academically support these students to educational completion (Great Schools Partnership, 2013). New studies show that interactive and digital learning tools have increased academic performance exponentially. The Alliance for Excellent Education and the Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education (SCOPE) released a report in 2014 that detailed the use of technology to support at-risk students. In the report, five key strategies are presented to increase positive outcomes for at-risk students. By pairing teachers with technology that allowed them to provide real-time support showed students with higher satisfaction with their learning and renewed interest in their studies (Darling-Hammond, Zielezinski, & Goldman, 2014, p. 12). 
The first strategy relies on supplying students with a device of their own, enabling direct access to learning materials and fostering engagement while also modeling ownership (Darling-Hammond et al., 2014, p. 4). The second key is to choose or develop programs with high levels of interactivity and that require intense student interaction. Allowing students to immerse themselves in the information helps students better retain what they learn (Darling-Hammond et al., 2014, p.6). The third key strategy is to blend the technical and in-person learning environments so that students have socially interactive supports as well as technological ones (Darling-Hammond et al., p. 12). Fourth, allow students to create some of their learning content. This helps the student do more than simply seek out the correct answer. Students connect with materials on a deeper level and out-performed even Advanced Placement classes without this option (Darling-Hammond et al., 2014, p. 9). The final key strategy is to provide a secure and consistent internet connection. While this may seem trivial the report shows that doing so reduces instances of frustration and allows for a more streamlined educational setting.  
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